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Scrap Metal is an electroacoustic work that explores the relationships between the
sonic material produced on the piano and various metal produced sounds. Scrap
Metal was commissioned by the Music Teachers National Association and the
Missouri Music Teachers Association.
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Technical Requirements
Fixed Media
stereo playback sound system (subwoofer optional)
stage monitor(s)
2 microphones / preamps (amplification of piano)
CD player (fixed media)

Piano
2 guitar picks
rubber doorstop (to hold the sustain pedal in the down position)

Performance Notes
Fixed Media
The fixed media part is located on the accompanying audio CD. A graphical
representation of the fixed media part can be found in the score. The score does not
describe every sound and construction that appears in the fixed media, it does
however describe several cues. The pianist should use these cues in order to sonically
integrate the piano and fixed media parts.

Piano

Given the nature of the composition, the piano part contains a large amount of
flexibility and freedom. Through controlled improvisation, the performer is
encouraged to explore multiple possibilities in the piece. The pianist should pay close
attention to the fixed media part in order to hear the cues that have been set up and
notated to aid in the performance of the work. The piano part requires the use of two
guitar picks and a rubber doorstop (to hold the sustain pedal in the down position).
The sustain pedal should be engaged throughout the entirety of the piece. The piano
part also employs several extended techniques including large cluster cords and
techniques employed inside the piano. The following are examples of notation and
descriptions of the techniques used.



Extended Techniques

1.

Scrap Metal was composed using a Young Chang piano. Given that most pianos
have inside structures that vary by brand and model, it is recommended that the
performance be modified to best suit this structure. The following diagram
describes the string’s location between the brace structure used in the notation of
the piece.
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. Glissando inside piano, arrows designate direction

Scrape string (flesh, finger nail, or pick — designated in the score)
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Pizzicato inside the piano
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6. Tremolo fist clusters, B = black keys, W = white keys
Repeat box notation, following arrow pitch contours

7. Scrape string aggressively (tremolo)
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8. Scrape string aggressively (tremolo) while glissading
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9. Rub lower strings with open hand
rub with flesh
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10. Percussive, hit inside of the rim of the piano with open hand
hit with open hand
inside rim of the piano
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11. Pluck strings within the range designated with varied rhythm 14. Improvise based on included material over duration of arrow

12. Scrape strings within the range designated with varied rhythm

scrape string with pick,
random pitches and duration.
variable speed

15. Using long motions, rub (slide) string with finger, varied rhythm
rub (slide) with flesh

13. Scrape string aggressively (tremolo) within the range designated with varied
rhythm
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2 Scrap Metal

scrape string with pick,
random pitches and durations

e variable speed becoming more agitated
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random glissandos interspersed
with scrapes and tremolo scrapes 2:09
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Scrap Metal

3
quick, plucked with flesh, random pitches
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4 Scrap Metal

quick, plucked with pick,
random pitches and durations
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random pitches and durations
78 variable speed scrape string with pick 5:05
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hit with open hand
inside rim of the piano
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Scrap Metal
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Scrap Metal
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at the keyboard
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